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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

8 September 2023
NEW ILLAWARRA REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ELECTED

Elections to the region’s peak business advisory body, Business lllawarra’s Regional Advisory
Council, were held last night and have seen the elevation of a diverse array of business
leaders to guide and inform the work of the advocacy group.

Newly elected president of the lllawarra Regional Advisory Council and Publican of The
lllawarra Hotel, Ryan Aitchison said that he was excited to chair a refreshed group of
business leaders that would inform strong regional advocacy for the next two years.

“Its an honour to be a part of an advisory council that truly reflects the diversity of the
lllawarra’s business community and includes so many great businesspeople who are leaders
in their own right,” said Mr Aitchison.

“I've been pleased to be a member of the lllawarra Regional Advisory Council for the last two
years, where we oversaw strong advocacy and research — particularly in the areas of clean
energy, affordable housing and defence industry.”

“On behalf of the Advisory Council, we look forward to expanding Business lllawarra’s strong
advocacy for the region, shaping the policies of all levels of government, and celebrating
business excellence throughout the year.”

“As a publican | am at the coalface of an industry that has been through challenging times of
late, and | know well the issues faced across many businesses including workforce
shortages, dropping consumer confidence and ongoing regulatory issues that we have to
work hard to overcome.”

Executive Director of Business Adam Zarth said he welcomed the strong field of nominations
to the Regional Advisory Council and looked forward to working with its members to drive
tangible outcomes for the regional business community and the wider economy.

“Our newly elected Regional Advisory Council is a reflection of the quality and diversity of the
lllawarra’s business community, and we are privileged to have our work informed and shaped
by such an influential body,” said Mr Zarth.

“The next two years will be a time of immense opportunity for the lllawarra and | look forward
to continuing our work to drive positive change in the region, and greater job creation and
investment, in partnership with the 20 business leaders that comprise our Regional Advisory
Council.”
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About Business lllawarra

Formerly the lllawarra Business Chamber, Business lllawarra is the region’s peak business
organisation, and the regional office of Business NSW responsible for the south-east of the
state, including the Southern Highlands.



Members of the Regional Advisory Council 2023-2025

Mr. Adam Malouf, UOW

Ms. Karen Burdett, The Cram Foundation

Ms. Amanda Winks, Housing Trust

Mr. Lachlan Stevens, His Boy Elroy

Ms. Amy Harper, Kells the Lawyers

Mr. Mark Grimson, Invest Wollongong/
Wollongong City Council

Ms. Jennifer Macquarie, Robertson
Business Chamber

Mr. Matt George, Jamberoo Action Park

Mr. Brendan Goddard, Shoalhaven
Business Chamber

Mr. Michael Emmett, Kiama Business
Chamber

Ms. Carolyn Dews, Immune Deficiencies
Foundation Australia

Mr. Peter Engelen, NSW Ports (Port
Kembla)

Mr. Daniel Rowan, Southern Youth and
Family Services

Ms. Rebecca Belsito, Cleary Bros (Bombo)
Pty Ltd

Mr. Graham Betts, Edmiston Jones Pty Ltd

Mr. Richard Gelson, lllawarra Metallurgical
Coal (South32) (Vice President)

Ms. Janine Cullen, The Power of One

Mr. Ryan Aitchison, The lllawarra
(President)

Ms. Jenni Hitchins, Warrigal

Mr. Tim Jones, MMJ Wollongong

Mr. Andrew Gillott, Telstra (Observer)




